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‘This engaging book, with its fresh approach, 

has much to say to seasoned listeners’

PAUL GRIFFITHS, author of  

The Penguin Companion to Classical Music

Had to bluff  your way through music

 conversations? (No, Mozart did not write 

the ‘Moonlight’ sonata.) Consider works 

by modern composers caterwauling

cacophonies? Failed to convince a

teenager that Bach is better than, umm,

Bieber? This spirited book by  musicologist

Davinia Caddy won’t give you all the

answers. But it will open your eyes – 

and ears – to the endless adaptability of

classical music, its enduring appeal, and its  

extraordinary power and reach, from an 

elevator in New York to a landfill in Paraguay.

‘A thought-provoking read on the nature of  

classical music today’

MARC TADDEI

‘Caddy addresses all the frequently asked

questions about classical music with wit

and understanding. Her account of  how

classical turned avant-garde is especially

timely. Our own Alex Ross’

KATE MEAD
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‘This short voyage 
into the world of  music

will have you eagerly
seeking out performances

and recordings. 
Read it!’

JAMES JUDD
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